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(57) ABSTRACT

A display driver integrated circuit includes a memory unit
configured to store image data received from an external
host, an image processing chain unit configured to perform
image processing on the image data, a data driver configured
to control data lines of a display panel based on the image
data, and a data path selection unit configured to selectively
activate, based on an operation mode of the display driver
integrated circuit, one of a first data path and second data
path for the image data. The first data path is formed by
sequentially connecting the external host, the memory unit,
the image processing chain unit and the data driver. The
second data path is formed by sequentially connecting the
external host, the image processing chain unit, the memory
unit and the data driver.
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DISPLAY DRIVER INTEGRATED CIRCUIT
WITH MULTIPLE DATA PATHS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority under 35 USC §119 to
Korean Patent Application No. 2013-0022598, filed on Mar.
4, 2013, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO),
the contents of which are herein incorporated by reference in
their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

At least one example embodiment relates generally to a
display device, and more particularly to a display driver
integrated circuit to drive a display panel.

2. Description of the Related Art

A display device includes a display panel to display an
image and a display driver integrated circuit to drive the
display panel. The display driver integrated circuit receives
image data from an external host, image-processes the
received image data, and applies a voltage signal to a data
line of the display panel based on the processed image data
to drive the display panel. Recently, as the size of display
panels increases, various technologies have been studied for
reducing power consumption of the display driver integrated
circuit.

SUMMARY

At least one example embodiment of the inventive con-
cepts substantially alleviates one or more problems due to
limitations and disadvantages of the related art.

At least one example embodiment provides a display
driver integrated circuit capable of effectively changing a
data path formed therein according to an operation mode.

According to at least one example embodiment, a display
driver integrated circuit includes a memory unit configured
to store image data received from an external host, an image
processing chain unit configured to perform image process-
ing on the image data, a data driver configured to control
data lines of a display panel based on the image data, and a
data path selection unit configured to selectively activate,
based on an operation mode of the display driver integrated
circuit, one of a first data path and second data path for the
image data. The first data path is formed by sequentially
connecting the external host, the memory unit, the image
processing chain unit and the data driver. The second data
path is formed by sequentially connecting the external host,
the image processing chain unit, the memory unit and the
data driver.

According to at least one example embodiment, the data
path selection unit is configured to activate the first data path
in a first operation mode and activate the second data path
in a second operation mode.

According to at least one example embodiment, in the first
operation mode, the memory unit is configured to store the
image data received from the external host as stored image
data, the image processing chain unit is configured to
generate processed image data by performing the image
processing on the stored image data received from the
memory unit, and the data driver is configured to control
data lines of the display panel based on the processed image
data received from the image processing chain unit.
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According to at least one example embodiment, in the
second operation mode, the image processing chain unit is
configured to generate processed image data by performing
the image processing on the image data received from the
external host, the memory unit is configured to store the
processed image data received from the image processing
chain unit as stored image data, and the data driver is
configured to control data lines of the display panel based on
the stored image data received from the memory unit.

According to at least one example embodiment, the
display driver integrated circuit is further configured to
receive a panel self-refresh mode signal in the second
operation mode. In response to the received panel self-
refresh mode signal, the memory unit is configured to
continuously output the stored image data, and the data
driver is configured to control the data lines of the display
panel based on the stored image data.

According to at least one example embodiment, the data
path select unit includes a first multiplexer, a second mul-
tiplexer and a third multiplexer. The first multiplexer is
configured to selectively provide one of the image data
received from the external host and processed image data
output from the image processing chain unit to the memory
unit based on a mode select signal. The second multiplexer
is configured to selectively provide one of the image data
received from the external host and stored image data output
from the memory unit to the image processing chain unit
based on the mode select signal. The third multiplexer is
configured to selectively provide one of the image data and
the stored image data to the data driver based on the mode
select signal.

According to at least one example embodiment, if the
mode select signal has a first logic level, the first multiplexer
is configured to provide the image data to the memory unit,
the second multiplexer is configured to provide the stored
image data to the image processing chain unit, and the third
multiplexer is configured to provide the processed image
data to the data driver.

According to at least one example embodiment, if the
mode select signal has a second logic level, the second
multiplexer is configured to provide the image data to the
image processing chain unit, the first multiplexer is config-
ured to provide the processed image data to the memory
unit, and the third multiplexer is configured to provide the
stored image data to the data driver.

According to at least one example embodiment, the
memory unit includes a GRAM (Graphic Random Access
Memory).

According to at least one example embodiment, the
GRAM has a storage capacity to store at least one of full
frame image data and compressed frame image data.

According to at least one example embodiment, the image
processing chain unit includes a plurality of image process-
ing blocks connected with each other in a form of a cascade.

According to at least one example embodiment, each of
the image processing blocks is configured to perform at least
one of contents-based automatic brightness control (CABC),
saturation enhancement, sharpness enhancement, image
interpolation, color correction, white balance, gamma cor-
rection, and color conversion on the image data.

According to at least one example embodiment, the
display driver integrated circuit further includes a gate driver
configured to control gate lines of the display panel.

According to at least one example embodiment, a display
driver integrated circuit includes a first image processing
block configured to perform first image processing on image
data received from an external host, second image process-
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ing block configured to perform a second image processing
on the image data, a data driver configured to control data
lines of a display panel based on the image data, and a data
path selection unit configured to selectively activate, based
on an operation mode of the display driver integrated circuit,
one of a first data path and a second data path for the image
data. The first data path is formed by sequentially connecting
the external host, the first image processing block, the
second image processing block and the data driver. The
second data path is formed by sequentially connecting the
external host, the second image processing block, the first
image processing block and the data driver.

According to at least one example embodiment, the
display driver integrated circuit further includes a third
image processing block configured to perform third image
processing on the image data. The third image processing
block is connected between the second image processing
block and the data driver if the data path selection unit
activates the first data path. The third image processing
block is connected between the external host and the second
image processing block if the data path selection unit
activates the second data path.

According to at least one example embodiment, a display
driver integrated circuit includes a data path selector con-
figured to selectively send, based on an operation mode of
the display driver integrated circuit, image data through one
of a first data path and second data path. The first data path
sequentially includes a memory, an image processing block
and a data driver. The second data path sequentially includes
the image processing block, the memory and the data driver.

According to at least one example embodiment, the data
path selector is configured to send the image data through
the first data path in a first operation mode, and the data path
selector is configured to send the image data through the
second data path in a second operation mode. The second
operation mode consumes less power than the first operation
mode.

According to at least one example embodiment, the data
path selector is configured to selectively send the image data
through one of the first data path, the second data path, and
a third data path. The third data path sequentially includes
the memory and the data driver. The stored image data is
stored to the memory during sending of the image data
through one of the first and second data paths.

According to at least one example embodiment, the data
path selector is configured to send the stored image data
through the third data path in response to a self-refresh
operation mode signal for performing a self-refresh opera-
tion of a display connected to the data driver.

According to at least one example embodiment, the data
path selector is configured to send the stored image data
through the third data path in the second operation mode.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Tlustrative, non-limiting example embodiments will be
more clearly understood from the following detailed
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a display driver
integrated circuit according to at least one example embodi-
ment.

FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C are views to explain the operation
of the display driver integrated circuit of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a display driver
integrated circuit according to at least one example embodi-
ment.
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FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a display driver
integrated circuit according to at least one example embodi-
ment.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are views to explain the operation of the
display driver integrated circuit of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a display driver
integrated circuit according to at least one example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a signal processing
circuit according to at least one example embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a display system
according to at least one example embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating an electronic device
according to at least one example embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

Various example embodiments will be described more
fully with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
embodiments are shown. The inventive concepts may, how-
ever, be embodied in many different forms and should not be
construed as limited to the embodiments set forth herein.
Rather, these embodiments are provided so that this disclo-
sure will be thorough and complete, and will fully convey
the scope of the inventive concepts to those skilled in the art.
Like reference numerals refer to like elements throughout
this application.

It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
etc. may be used herein to describe various elements, these
elements should not be limited by these terms. These terms
are used to distinguish one element from another. For
example, a first element could be termed a second element,
and, similarly, a second element could be termed a first
element, without departing from the scope of the inventive
concepts. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and
all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to
as being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can
be directly connected or coupled to the other element or
intervening elements may be present. In contrast, when an
element is referred to as being “directly connected” or
“directly coupled” to another element, there are no inter-
vening elements present. Other words used to describe the
relationship between elements should be interpreted in a like
fashion (e.g., “between” versus “directly between,” “adja-
cent” versus “directly adjacent,” etc.).

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments and is not intended to be limit-
ing of the inventive concepts. As used herein, the singular
forms “a,” “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.
It will be further understood that the terms “comprises,”
“comprising,” “includes” and/or “including,” when used
herein, specify the presence of stated features, integers,
steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps, operations, elements and/or com-
ponents.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which the inventive concepts belong. It will be further
understood that terms, such as those defined in commonly
used dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning
that is consistent with their meaning in the context of the
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relevant art and will not be interpreted in an idealized or
overly formal sense unless expressly so defined herein.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a display driver
integrated (DDI) circuit according to at least one example
embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 1, the DDI circuit 100 includes a
memory unit 110, an image processing chain unit 120, a data
driver 160 and a path select unit (or data path selection unit
or data path selector) 140. Although not shown in the
drawing, the DDI circuit 100 may further include a control-
ler (for instance, reference numeral 730 of FIG. 8) and a gate
driver (for instance, reference numeral 750 of FIG. 8). The
detailed structure of a display system including the DDI
circuit 100 will be described later with reference to FIG. 8.

The memory unit 110 stores image data IDAT received
from an external host (for instance, reference numeral 600 of
FIG. 8). For instance, the memory unit 110 may include a
GRAM (Graphic Random Access Memory), and may have
a storage capacity to store full frame image data and/or
compressed frame image data. In addition, the external host
may be a central processing unit (CPU), a graphic process-
ing unit (GPU), etc.

The image processing chain unit 120 performs the image
processing on the image data IDAT. For instance, the image
processing chain unit 120 may include a plurality of image
processing blocks 122a, 1225, . . . , and 122k connected with
each other in the form of a cascade. Each of the image
processing blocks 122a, 12256, . . ., and 122k may perform
at least one of various image processing schemes, such as
contents-based automatic brightness control (CABC), satu-
ration enhancement, sharpness enhancement, image inter-
polation, color correction, white balance, gamma correction
and color conversion, etc.

The data driver 160 controls data lines of the display panel
(for instance, reference numeral 710 of FIG. 8) based on the
image data IDAT. For instance, the data driver 160 applies
a plurality of driving voltages to the data lines of the display
panel based on the image data IDAT in order to display the
image corresponding to the image data IDAT on the display
panel.

The path select unit 140 may selectively activate a first
data path or a second data path according to the operation
mode. The first data path is formed by sequentially connect-
ing the external host, the memory unit 110, the image
processing chain unit 120 and the data driver 160. The
second data path is formed by sequentially connecting the
external host, the image processing chain unit 120, the
memory unit 110, and the data driver 160. That is, the data
transmit path formed in the DDI circuit 100 may be divided
into the first and second data paths based on the arrival
sequence of the image data IDAT received from the external
host to the memory unit 110 and the image processing chain
unit 120. At this time, the memory unit 110, the image
processing chain unit 120 and the path select unit 140 may
constitute a data processing unit (for instance, reference
numeral 740 of FIG. 8).

In at least one example embodiment, the path select unit
140 may include a first multiplexer 142, a second multi-
plexer 144 and a third multiplexer 146. The first multiplexer
142 may selectively provide the image data IDAT or the
output of the image processing chain unit 120 to the memory
unit 110 based on a mode select signal MS. The second
multiplexer 144 may selectively provide the image data
IDAT or the output of the memory unit 110 to the image
processing chain unit 120 based on the mode select signal
MS. The third multiplexer 146 may selectively provide the
output of the image processing chain unit 120 or the output
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of the memory unit 110 to the data driver 160 based on the
mode select signal MS. The mode select signal MS may be
received from the external host or the controller provided in
the DDI circuit 100.

In at least one example embodiment, the first data path is
activated in the first operation mode and the second data path
is activated in the second operation mode. The first operation
mode may be a normal operation mode and the second
operation mode may be a low power mode. The low power
mode may be a mode in which less power is consumed by
the DDI 100 compared to the normal mode. The data path
activation process according to the operation mode will be
described later with reference to FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C.

Since the DDI circuit 100 according to at least one
example embodiment includes the path select unit 140, DDI
circuit 100 may selectively activate one of the data transmit
paths provided in the DDI circuit 100 according to the
operation mode. In detail, the first data path for normal (or
stable) operation and the second data path for the low-power
operation may be selectively activated based on the mode
select signal MS. Thus, the data transmit path formed in the
DDI circuit 100 may be changed in a simple way and the
DDI circuit suitable for stable operation as well as low-
power operation may be manufactured at a relatively low
cost.

FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C are views to explain the operation
of'the DDI circuit of FIG. 1. FIG. 2A illustrates the operation
of the DDI circuit 100 in the first operation mode (e.g., the
normal operation mode). FIG. 2B illustrates the operation of
the DDI circuit 100 in the second operation mode (e.g., the
low power mode). FIG. 2C illustrates the operation of the
DDI circuit 100 when a panel self-refresh mode signal
PSRMS is activated in the second operation mode.

Referring to FIG. 2A, the DDI circuit 100 may activate
the first data path DPATHI1 in the first operation mode.

In detail, the mode select signal MS may have a first logic
level (for instance, ‘0°) in the first operation mode. A value
of the mode select signal MS may be set through a register
(not shown) and/or a signal input/output pin (not shown).
The first multiplexer 142 may provide the image data IDAT
received from the external host to the memory unit 110
based on the mode select signal MS. The memory unit 110
may store the image data IDAT received from the external
host as storage image data SIDAT. The second multiplexer
144 may provide the storage image data SIDAT output from
the memory unit 110 to the image processing chain unit 120
based on the mode select signal MS. The image processing
chain unit 120 may generate processed image data PIDAT by
performing the image processing on the storage image data
SIDAT received from the memory unit 110. The third
multiplexer 146 may provide the processed image data
PIDAT output from the image processing chain unit 120 to
the data driver 160 based on the mode select signal MS. The
data driver 160 may control the data lines of the display
panel based on the processed image data PIDAT received
from the image processing chain unit 120.

Referring to FIG. 2B, the DDI circuit 100 may activate the
second data path DPATH2 in the second operation mode.

In detail, the mode select signal MS may have a second
logic level (for instance, ‘1°) in the second operation mode.
The second multiplexer 144 may provide the image data
IDAT received from the external host to the image process-
ing chain unit 120 based on the mode select signal MS. The
image processing chain unit 120 may generate processed
image data PIDAT' by performing the image processing on
the image data IDAT received from the external host. The
first multiplexer 142 may provide the processed image data
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PIDAT' output from the image processing chain unit 120 to
the memory unit 110 based on the mode select signal MS.
The memory unit 110 may store the processed image data
PIDAT' received from the image processing chain unit 120
as storage image data SIDAT'. The third multiplexer 146
may provide the storage image data SIDAT' output from the
memory unit 110 to the data driver 160 based on the mode
select signal MS. The data driver 160 may control the data
lines of the display panel based on the storage image data
SIDAT' received from the memory unit 110.

Referring to FIG. 2C, the DDI circuit 100 may activate a
portion of the second data path DPATH2 in the panel
self-refresh mode, that is, when the panel self-refresh mode
signal PSRMS is activated in the second operation mode.

In detail, the DDI circuit 100 may further receive the
panel self-refresh mode signal PSRMS. The panel self-
refresh mode signal PSRMS may be received from the
external host and/or the controller provided in the DDI
circuit 100. If the panel self-refresh mode signal PSRMS is
activated in the second operation mode, the DDI circuit 100
may operate in the panel self-refresh mode. That is, the DDI
circuit 100 does not receive the image data IDAT from the
external host, so the second multiplexer 144, the image
processing chain unit 120, and the first multiplexer 142 may
be inactivated. The memory unit 110 continuously outputs
the storage image data SIDAT', which are stored in the
second operation mode, based on the panel self-refresh
mode signal PSRMS to provide the storage image data
SIDAT' to the data driver 160. The third multiplexer 146
provides the storage image data SIDAT' output from the
memory unit 110 to the data driver 160 based on the mode
select signal MS. The data driver 160 may control the data
lines of the display panel based on the storage image data
SIDAT' received from the memory unit 110.

In the first operation mode described above with reference
to FIG. 2A, the image data IDAT are primarily stored in the
memory unit 110 and then image-processed by the image
chain processing unit 120 so that the display panel may be
driven based on the processed image data PIDAT output
from the image chain processing unit 120. At this time, the
memory unit 110 may serve as a buffer so that the image
chain processing unit 120 may be stably operated. In the
second operation mode described above with reference to
FIG. 2B, the image data IDAT are stored in the memory unit
110 after the image data IDAT are image-processed by the
image chain processing unit 120 so that the display panel
may be driven based on the storage image data SIDAT'
output from the memory unit 110. In the panel self-refresh
mode described above with reference to FIG. 2C, the display
panel is autonomously driven based on the image data stored
therein (e.g., storage image data SIDAT') and the image
chain processing unit 120 does not perform the image
processing, so the power consumption of the DDI circuit 100
may be reduced.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the DDI circuit
according to at least one example embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 3, the DDI circuit 100a includes a
memory unit 110, an image processing chain unit 120, a data
driver 160 and a path select unit 140aq.

The DDI circuit 100a of FIG. 3 is substantially identical
to the DDI circuit 100 of FIG. 1 except for the configuration
of the path select unit 140q.

The path select unit 140a may selectively activate the first
data path or the second data path according to the operation
mode. The path select unit 140a may include a first switch
SW1, a second switch SW2 and a third switch SW3. The
first switch SW1 may selectively provide the image data
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IDAT or the output of the image processing chain unit 120
to the memory unit 110 based on the mode select signal MS.
The second switch SW2 may selectively provide the image
data IDAT or the output of the memory unit 110 to the image
processing chain unit 120 based on the mode select signal
MS. The third switch SW3 may selectively provide the
output of the image processing chain unit 120 or the output
of the memory unit 110 to the data driver 160 based on the
mode select signal MS.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the DDI circuit
according to at least one example embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 4, the DDI circuit 200 may include a
first image processing block 210, a second image processing
block 220, a data driver 260 and a path select unit 250.
Although not shown in the drawing, the DDI circuit 200 may
further include a controller (for instance, reference numeral
730 of FIG. 8), a gate driver (for instance, reference numeral
750 of FIG. 8), and a memory unit (for instance, reference
numeral 110 of FIG. 1).

The first image processing block 210 may perform the
first image processing on the image data IDAT received from
the external host (for instance, 600 of FIG. 8). The second
image processing block 220 may perform the second image
processing on the image data IDAT. Each of the first and
second image processing blocks 210 and 220 may perform
at least one of various image processing schemes, such as
contents-based automatic brightness control (CABC), satu-
ration enhancement, sharpness enhancement, image inter-
polation, color correction, white balance, gamma correction,
color conversion, etc. The data driver 260 controls the data
lines of the display panel (for instance, reference numeral
710 of FIG. 8) based on the image data IDAT.

The path select unit 250 may selectively activate the first
data path or the second data path according to the operation
mode. The first data path is formed by sequentially connect-
ing the external host, the first image processing block 210,
the second image processing block 220 and the data driver
260. The second data path is formed by sequentially con-
necting the external host, the second image processing block
220, the first image processing block 210 and the data driver
260. That is, the data transmit path formed in the DDI circuit
200 may be divided into the first and second data paths based
on the arrival sequence of the image data IDAT received
from the external host to the first image processing block
210 and the second image processing block 220. At this
time, the first image processing block 210, the second image
processing block 220 and the path select unit 250 may
constitute a data processing unit (for instance, reference
numeral 740 of FIG. 8).

In at least one example embodiment, the path select unit
250 may include a first multiplexer 252, a second multi-
plexer 254 and a third multiplexer 256. The first multiplexer
252 may selectively provide the image data IDAT or the
output of the second image processing block 220 to the first
image processing block 210 based on the mode select signal
MS. The second multiplexer 254 may selectively provide the
image data IDAT or the output of the first image processing
block 210 to the second image processing bock 220 based on
the mode select signal MS. The third multiplexer 256 may
selectively provide the output of the first image processing
block 210 or the output of the second image processing bock
220 to the data driver 260 based on the mode select signal
MS.

Meanwhile, although not shown in the drawing, the
memory unit may be disposed at a front end (for instance,
between an input terminal of the image data IDAT and the
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first multiplexer 252) of the data path or at a rear end (for
instance, between the third multiplexer 256 and the data
driver 260) of the data path.

Since the DDI circuit 200 according to at least one
example embodiment includes the path select unit 250, the
DDI circuit 200 can selectively activate the first data path or
the second data path. The first data path may correspond to
the first image processing scheme for performing the first
image processing based on the mode select signal MS. The
second data path may correspond to the second image
processing scheme for performing the second image pro-
cessing based on the mode select signal MS. Thus, the data
transmit path (for instance, the data processing sequence)
formed in the DDI circuit 200 may be changed in a simple
way and a desired (or alternatively, optimum) image pro-
cessing scheme may be easily adopted from among various
image processing schemes.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are views to explain the operation of the
DDI circuit of FIG. 4.

Referring to FIG. 5A, the DDI circuit 200 may activate
the first data path DPATH1' based on the mode select signal
MS.

In detail, when the mode select signal MS has a first logic
level (for instance, °0°), the first multiplexer 252 may
provide the image data IDAT received from the external host
to the first image processing block 210 based on the mode
select signal MS. The first image processing block 210 may
generate first processed image data PIDAT1 by performing
the first image processing on the image data IDAT received
from the external host. The second multiplexer 254 may
provide the first processed image data PIDAT1 output from
the first image processing block 210 to the second image
processing block 220 based on the mode select signal MS.
The second image processing block 220 may generate
second processed image data PIDAT2 by performing the
second image processing on the first processed image data
PIDAT1 received from the first image processing block 210.
The third multiplexer 256 may provide the second processed
image data PIDAT2 output from the second image process-
ing block 220 to the data driver 260 based on the mode select
signal MS. The data driver 260 may control the data lines of
the display panel based on the second processed image data
PIDAT2 received from the second image processing block
220.

Referring to FIG. 5B, the DDI circuit 200 may activate the
second data path DPATH2' based on the mode select signal
MS.

In detail, when the mode select signal MS has a second
logic level (for instance, ‘1°), the second multiplexer 254
may provide the image data IDAT received from the external
host to the second image processing block 220 based on the
mode select signal MS. The second image processing block
220 may generate second processed image data PIDAT2' by
performing the second image processing on the image data
IDAT received from the external host. The first multiplexer
252 may provide the second processed image data PIDAT?2'
output from the second image processing block 220 to the
first image processing block 220 based on the mode select
signal MS. The first image processing block 210 may
generate first processed image data PIDAT1' by performing
the first image processing on the second processed image
data PIDAT?2' received from the second image processing
block 220. The third multiplexer 256 may provide the first
processed image data PIDAT1' output from the first image
processing block 210 to the data driver 260 based on the
mode select signal MS. The data driver 260 may control the
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data lines of the display panel based on the first processed
image data PIDAT1' received from the first image process-
ing block 210.

As described above with reference to FIG. 5A, the first
image processing may be primarily performed on the image
data IDAT and then the second image processing may be
performed. Otherwise, as described above with reference to
FIG. 5A, the second image processing may be primarily
performed on the image data IDAT and then the first image
processing may be performed. A desired (or alternatively,
optimum) processing scheme may be easily adopted by
comparing the above two image processing schemes with
each other.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating the DDI circuit
according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 6, the DDI circuit 200a may include a
first image processing block 210, a second image processing
block 220, a third image processing block 230, a data driver
260 and a path select unit 250a (or data path selection unit
or data path selector).

The DDI circuit 200a of FIG. 6 is substantially identical
to the DDI circuit 200 of FIG. 4 except for the third image
processing block 230 and the configuration of the path select
unit 250a.

The third image processing block 230 may perform the
third image processing on the image data IDAT. The path
select unit 250a may selectively activate the first data path
or the second data path according to the operation mode. The
first data path is formed by sequentially connecting the
external host, the first image processing block 210, the
second image processing block 220, the third image pro-
cessing block 230 and the data driver 260, and the second
data path is formed by sequentially connecting the external
host, the third image processing block 230, the second image
processing block 220, the first image processing block 210
and the data driver 260. That is, when the path select unit
250aq activates the first data path, the third image processing
block 230 may be connected between the second image
processing block 220 and the data driver 260. In addition,
when the path select unit 250qa activates the second data
path, the third image processing block 230 may be con-
nected between the external host and the second image
processing block 220.

In one example embodiment, the path select unit 250a
may include a first multiplexer 252qa, a second multiplexer
254a, a third multiplexer 256a and a fourth multiplexer
258a. The first multiplexer 2524 may selectively provide the
image data IDAT or the output of the second image pro-
cessing block 220 to the first image processing block 210
based on the mode select signal MS. The second multiplexer
254a may selectively provide the output of the first image
processing block 210 or the output of the third image
processing block 230 to the second image processing bock
220 based on the mode select signal MS. The third multi-
plexer 256a may selectively provide the image data IDAT or
the output of the second image processing bock 220 to the
third image processing block 230 based on the mode select
signal MS. The fourth multiplexer 258a may selectively
provide the output of the first image processing block 210 or
the output of the third image processing block 230 to the
data driver 260 based on the mode select signal MS.

Although not shown in the drawing, the multiplexers
included in the path select unit in the example embodiments
of FIGS. 4 and 6 may be replaced with switches and the
number of the image processing bocks and the configuration
of the path select unit included in the DDI circuit may be
variously changed depending on the example embodiments.
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For instance, the path select unit of FIG. 6 may be imple-
mented to perform all of six image processing schemes
which can be obtained by combining the sequence of the first
to third image processing schemes.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a signal processing
circuit according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 7, the signal processing circuit 300
includes a first signal processing block 310, a second signal
processing block 320 and a path select unit 340.

The first signal processing block 310 performs the first
signal processing on an input signal ISIG. The second signal
processing block 320 performs the second signal processing
on the input signal ISIG. The path select unit 340 may
selectively activate a first signal path, which is formed by
sequentially connecting the first signal processing block 310
and the second signal processing block 320, or a second
signal path, which is formed by sequentially connecting the
second signal processing block 320 and the first signal
processing block 310, according to the operation mode and
may provide an output signal OSIG by performing the first
and second signal processing on the input signal ISIG. The
path select unit 340 may include a first multiplexer 342, a
second multiplexer 344, and a third multiplexer 346.

At least one example embodiment may be applicable for
a normal signal processing circuit including a plurality of
signal processing blocks. The signal processing circuit 300
may change the internal signal path in a simple way based
on the mode select signal MS and readily adopt a desired (or
alternatively, optimum) signal processing scheme from
among various signal processing schemes for the input
signal ISIG.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a display system
according to at least one example embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 8, the display system 500 includes a
host 600 and a display device 700.

The host 600 transmits the image data IDAT and a system
control signal SCON to the display device 700. The host 600
may include a processor, such as a CPU, a GPU and/or a
Microprocessor.

The display device 700 includes a display panel 710 and
a DDI circuit 720.

The display panel 710 includes a plurality of gate lines
GL1 to GLn and a plurality of data lines DL.1 to DLm. A
plurality of pixels are defined at intersections between the
gate lines and the data lines. The pixels are aligned in the
form of a matrix to form a pixel array. The display panel 710
may include an LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) panel, an
LED (Light Emitting Diode) panel, an OLED (Organic
LED) panel, an FED (Field Emission Display) panel, etc.

The DDI circuit 720 controls the display panel 710 to
display the image corresponding to the image data IDAT.
The DDI circuit 720 may include a controller 730, a data
processing unit 740, a gate driver 750 and a data driver 760.

The controller 730 generates control signals CONI,
CON2 and CON3 based on the system control signal SCON.
For instance, the control signal CON1 may include the mode
select signal MS and/or the panel self-refresh mode signal
PSRMS to control the data processing unit 740. The second
control signal CON2 may be a gate driver control signal to
control the gate driver 750, and the third control signal
CON3 may be a data driver control signal to control the data
driver 760. The controller 730 may include various types of
timing controllers capable of controlling the operation of the
data processing unit 740, the gate driver 750 and the data
driver 760.

The data processing unit 740 processes the image data
IDAT. The data processing unit 740 may selectively activate
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an internal data transmit path based on the mode select
signal MS included in the first control signal CONI1. In at
least one example embodiment, the data processing unit 740
may include a memory unit, an image processing chain unit,
and a path select unit similar to those illustrated in FIGS. 1
and 3. In this case, the first and second data paths may be
selectively activated based on first control signal CON1. The
first data path may be where the image data IDAT first
accesses the memory unit, and the second data path may be
where the image data first accesses the image processing
chain unit. Accordingly, the DDI circuit may be suitable for
two different modes of operation, a stable operation mode,
as well as the low-power operation mode.

In at least one example embodiment, the data processing
unit 740 may include a plurality of image processing blocks
and a path select unit similar to those illustrated in FIGS. 4
and 6. In this case, the first data path corresponding to the
first image processing scheme for the image data IDAT or
the second data path corresponding to the second image
processing scheme for the image data IDAT may be selec-
tively activated so that a desired (or alternatively, optimum)
image processing scheme may be readily adopted.

Referring again to FIG. 8, the gate driver 750 controls the
gate lines GL.1 to GLn of the display panel 710. For instance,
the gate driver 750 may selectively activate the gate lines
GL1 to GLn of the display panel 710 based on the second
control signal CON2 to select a row of the pixel array. The
data driver 760 controls the data lines DL1 to DLm of the
display panel 710 based on the processed image data IDAT'
output from the data processing unit 740. For instance, the
data driver 760 may apply a plurality of driving voltages to
the data lines DL1 to DLm of the display panel 710 based
on the third control signal CON3, the image data IDAT" and
an input voltage generated from a voltage generator (not
shown). The display panel 710 is driven by the gate driver
750 and the data driver 760 to display the image correspond-
ing to the image data IDAT.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating an electronic device
according to at least one example embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 9, the electronic device 1000 may
include a processor 1100, a memory device 1200, a display
device 700, a storage device 1400, an input/output device
1500 and a power supply 1600.

The processor 1100 may perform specific calculations or
tasks. According to at least one example embodiment, the
processor 1100 may include a micro-processor, a CPU
(Central Processing Unit), a GPU (Graphic Processing
Unit), etc. The processor 1100 may communicate with the
memory device 1200, the display device 700, the storage
device 1400 and the input/output device 1500 through an
address bus, a control bus and a data bus. According to at
least one example embodiment, the processor 1100 may be
further connected to an expansion bus, such as a PCI
(Peripheral Component Interconnect) bus.

The memory device 1200 may store data required for the
operation of the electronic device 1000. For instance, the
memory device 1200 may be implemented as a volatile
memory device, such as a DRAM (Dynamic Random
Access Memory), an SRAM (Static Random Access
Memory), a mobile DRAM, etc. In addition, the memory
device 1200 may be implemented as a nonvolatile memory
device, such as an EEPROM (Electrically Erasable Pro-
grammable Read-Only Memory), a flash memory, a PRAM
(Phase Change Random Access Memory), an RRAM (Re-
sistance Random Access Memory), an NFGM (Nano Float-
ing Gate Memory), a PORAM (Polymer Random Access
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Memory), an MRAM (Magnetic Random Access Memory),
an FRAM (Ferroelectric Random Access Memory), etc.

The storage device 1400 may include a solid state drive,
a hard disk drive, a CD-ROM, etc. The input/output device
1500 may include an input unit, such as a keyboard, a
keypad or a mouse, and an output unit, such as a printer. The
power supply 1600 may supply an operating voltage
required for the operation of the electronic device 1000.

The display device 700 may display the image and may be
identical to the display device 700 of FIG. 7. The display
device 700 includes the data processing unit 740, which
selectively activates one of the internal data transmit paths
based on the mode select signal MS to process the image
data IDAT. Accordingly, the DDI circuit may be suitable for
the stable operation as well as low-power operation and a
desired (or alternatively, optimum) image processing
scheme may be readily adopted.

According to at least one example embodiment, the
electronic device 1000 and/or components of the electronic
device 1000 may be packaged in various forms, such as
package on package (PoP), ball grid arrays (BGAs), chip
scale packages (CSPs), plastic leaded chip carrier (PLCC),
plastic dual in-line package (PDIP), die in waflle pack, die
in wafer form, chip on board (COB), ceramic dual in-line
package (CERDIP), plastic metric quad flat pack (MQFP),
thin quad flat pack (TQFP), small outline IC (SOIC), shrink
small outline package (SSOP), thin small outline package
(TSOP), system in package (SIP), multi-chip package
(MCP), wafer-level fabricated package (WFP), wafer-level
processed stack package (WSP), etc.

According to at least one example embodiments, the
electronic device 1000 may be any mobile system, such as
a mobile phone, a smart phone, a tablet computer, a laptop
computer, a PDA, a PMP, a digital camera, a portable game
console, a music player, a camcorder, a video player, a
navigation system, etc. According to example embodiments,
the electronic device 1000 may be any computing system,
such as a personal computer (PC), a server computer, a
workstation, a tablet computer, a laptop computer, a mobile
phone, a smart phone, a PDA, a PMP, a digital camera, a
digital television, a set-top box, a music player, a portable
game console, a navigation device, etc.

Although not illustrated in FIG. 9, the electronic device
1000 may further include a plurality of ports for communi-
cating a video card, a sound card, a memory card, a universal
serial bus (USB) device, other electric devices, etc. In
addition, the electronic device 1000 may further include a
baseband chipset, an application chipset, an image sensor,
etc.

At least one example embodiment may be applied to the
display device and various systems including the display
device. Thus, example embodiments may be extensively
applied to various electronic devices including the display
device, such as a personal computer, a laptop computer, a
cellular phone, a smart phone, an MP3 player, a personal
digital assistant, a portable multimedia player, a digital TV
and a digital camera.

The foregoing is illustrative of example embodiments and
is not to be construed as limiting thereof. Although a few
example embodiments have been described, those skilled in
the art will readily appreciate that many modifications are
possible in the example embodiments without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of the
inventive concepts. Accordingly, all such modifications are
intended to be included within the scope of the inventive
concepts as defined in the claims. Therefore, it is to be
understood that the foregoing is illustrative of various
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example embodiments and is not to be construed as limited
to the specific example embodiments disclosed, and that
modifications to the disclosed example embodiments, as
well as other example embodiments, are intended to be
included within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A display driver integrated circuit, comprising:

a memory unit configured to store image data received
from an external host;

an image processing chain unit configured to perform
image processing on the image data;

a data driver configured to control data lines of a display
panel based on the image data; and

a data path selection unit configured to selectively acti-
vate, based on an operation mode of the display driver
integrated circuit, one of a first data path and second
data path for the image data, the first data path being
formed by sequentially connecting the external host,
the memory unit, the image processing chain unit and
the data driver, the second data path being formed by
sequentially connecting the external host, the image
processing chain unit, the memory unit and the data
driver.

2. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 1, wherein
the data path selection unit is configured to activate the first
data path in a first operation mode and activate the second
data path in a second operation mode.

3. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 2,
wherein, in the first operation mode,

the memory unit is configured to store the image data
received from the external host as stored image data,

the image processing chain unit is configured to generate
processed image data by performing the image pro-
cessing on the stored image data received from the
memory unit, and

the data driver is configured to control data lines of the
display panel based on the processed image data
received from the image processing chain unit.

4. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 2,

wherein, in the second operation mode,

the image processing chain unit is configured to generate
processed image data by performing the image pro-
cessing on the image data received from the external
host,

the memory unit is configured to store the processed
image data received from the image processing chain
unit as stored image data, and

the data driver is configured to control data lines of the
display panel based on the stored image data received
from the memory unit.

5. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 4, wherein
the display driver integrated circuit is further configured to
receive a panel self-refresh mode signal in the second
operation mode, and in response to the received panel
self-refresh mode signal,

the memory unit is configured to continuously output the
stored image data, and

the data driver is configured to control the data lines of the
display panel based on the stored image data.

6. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 1, wherein

the data path select unit includes,

a first multiplexer configured to selectively provide one of
the image data received from the external host and
processed image data output from the image processing
chain unit to the memory unit based on a mode select

signal,
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a second multiplexer configured to selectively provide
one of the image data received from the external host
and stored image data output from the memory unit to
the image processing chain unit based on the mode
select signal, and

a third multiplexer is configured to selectively provide
one of the image data and the stored image data to the
data driver based on the mode select signal.

7. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 6,

wherein, if the mode select signal has a first logic level,
the first multiplexer is configured to provide the image
data to the memory unit,

the second multiplexer is configured to provide the stored
image data to the image processing chain unit, and

the third multiplexer is configured to provide the pro-
cessed image data to the data driver.

8. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 7,

wherein, if the mode select signal has a second logic level,
the second multiplexer is configured to provide the image
data to the image processing chain unit,

the first multiplexer is configured to provide the processed
image data to the memory unit, and

the third multiplexer is configured to provide the stored
image data to the data driver.

9. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 1, wherein
the memory unit includes a GRAM (Graphic Random
Access Memory).

10. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 9,
wherein the GRAM has a storage capacity to store at least
one of full frame image data and compressed frame image
data.

11. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 1,
wherein the image processing chain unit includes a plurality
of image processing blocks connected with each other in a
form of a cascade.

12. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 11,
wherein each of the image processing blocks is configured
to perform at least one of contents-based automatic bright-
ness control (CABC), saturation enhancement, sharpness
enhancement, image interpolation, color correction, white
balance, gamma correction, and color conversion on the
image data.

13. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 1, further
comprising:

a gate driver configured to control gate lines of the display

panel.

14. A display driver integrated circuit, comprising:

a first image processing block configured to perform first
image processing on image data received from an
external host;

a second image processing block configured to perform
second image processing on the image data;

a data driver configured to control data lines of a display
panel based on the image data; and

a data path selection unit configured to selectively acti-
vate, based on an operation mode of the display driver
integrated circuit, one of a first data path and a second
data path for the image data, the first data path being
formed by sequentially connecting the external host,
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the first image processing block, the second image
processing block and the data driver, the second data
path being formed by sequentially connecting the exter-
nal host, the second image processing block, the first
image processing block and the data driver.
15. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 14,
further comprising:
a third image processing block configured to perform
third image processing on the image data, the third
image processing block being,
connected between the second image processing block
and the data driver if the data path selection unit
activates the first data path, and

connected between the external host and the second
image processing block if the data path selection unit
activates the second data path.

16. A display driver integrated circuit, comprising:

a data path selector including a first selection circuit, a
second selection circuit, and a third selection circuit,
the data path selector configured to selectively send,
based on an operation mode of the display driver
integrated circuit, image data through one of a first data
path and second data path, the first data path sequen-
tially including the first selection circuit, a memory, the
second selection circuit, an image processing block, the
third selection circuit and a data driver, the second data
path sequentially including the second selection circuit,
the image processing block, the first selection circuit,
the memory, the third selection circuit and the data
driver.

17. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 16,

wherein,

the data path selector is configured to send the image data
through the first data path in a first operation mode, and

the data path selector is configured to send the image data
through the second data path in a second operation
mode, the second operation mode consuming less
power than the first operation mode.

18. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 17,
wherein the data path selector is configured to selectively
send the image data through one of the first data path, the
second data path, and a third data path, the third data path
sequentially including the memory, the third selection circuit
and the data driver but excluding the first selection circuit,
the second selection circuit, and the image processing block,
the image data sent through the third data path being stored
to the memory during sending of the image data through one
of the first and second data paths.

19. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 18,
wherein the data path selector is configured to send the
stored image data through the third data path in response to
a self-refresh operation mode signal for performing a self-
refresh operation of a display connected to the data driver.

20. The display driver integrated circuit of claim 19,
wherein the data path selector is configured to send the
stored image data through the third data path in the second
operation mode.



